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A D DR ESS 


TO 1 
AF 1 ON, 
FROM THE 
LONDON. CORRESPONDING SOCIETY, 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, 


e as is the proſpe& now before us, and 
AF unplealing as is the taſk to bring forth into open 
day the calamitous ſituation of our Country: We con- 
ceive it neceſſary to direct the public eye, to the cauſe 
of our misfortunes, and to awaken the ſleeping reaſon 


of our Countrymen, to the purſuit of the only remedy 


which can ever prove effettual, namely ;— A thorough 
Reform in Parliament, by the adoption of an equal Re- 
preſentation obtained by Annual Elections and Unuver ſal 
Suffrage.—We do not addreſs you in the confidence 
of perſonal importance, We do not preſume upon 


the ſplendor of exalted fituation ; but as Members of 


the ſame Society, as Individuals, zealoufly labouring _ 
for the welfare of the Community; we think ourſelves 
entitled to a ſhare of your attention, 
At atime when many of thenow accumulated evils 
although not unforeſeen, were yet ata diſtance. The 
London Correſponding Sociely united, and called upon 
their Fellow Citizens to join with them in reclaim- 
inga Rigbt ſtolen by Treachery, and wich-held by Op- 
| preſſion. 


1 
preſſion.—Ignorance, the moſt ſtrenuous ſupporter of 
Deſpotiſm, We laboured to deſtroy ; the Rights of the 
People to an equal Repreſentation We publickly ſup- 
ported, and proved the reſtoration of thoſe Rights, to 
be the only permanent remedy to the then exiſting 
grievances!—Grievwances which for want of that re- 
medy, have in the ſhort ſpace of Eighteen months 
been encreaſed ten-fold on this credulous, ſupine, 
and unſuſpetting Nation. « 

Succeſs attended the endeavours of our Society; 
but a ſucceſs no ways adequate to the importance of 
our Cauſe! Deep rooted prejudices adopted by ig- 
norance, cheriſhed by intereſt, and confirmed by 
apathy, very much impeded the progreſs that might 
have been made upon the underſtanding of a Nation, 
which boaſts itſelf to be the moſt enlightened in Eu- 
rope. Experience has however, proved that the pub- 
lic mind is too generally enervated by luxury, or 
- borne down by "miſery and oppreſſion. 

Here it is proper to remind you of the falfe and ca- 
lumnious aſperſions, which have been fo induſtriouſly 
circulated fince November laſt ; At that time of gene- 
ral Conſternation, when the cry ofdanger to the Con- 
ſtitution was raiſed and extenſively propagated ; when 
the alarm of Riots and Inſurrections, was founded by 
Royal Proclamations and 're-echoed by Pariſh Aſſo- 
ciations; Reform was branded by the name of Inno. 
vation, and whoever dared to affirm, that the Houſe 
of Commons ought to be reſtored to that ſtate of In- 
dependence in which it was ſettled at the Revolution; 
and that unneceflary Places and Penſions ought to be 
aboliſhed, was ſtigmatized as a laveller and a enemy 
to his King and Country, . 3 

Even the dependants of Miniſtry, have in Parlia- 
ment acknowledged, that thoſe feports of Riots and 
- Inſurrections were groundleſs; but that acknowledge- 

ment though evincing the criminality of thoſe trump- 


el 
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ed-up falſehoods has not leſſened their effect on this 


deluded nation. | 
Yet no ways diſcouraged by theſe alarms, by the 
fulſome effuſions of what was falſely called loyalty,* 
nor by that torrent of prejudice which for awhile fet 
reaſon and refteQion equally at defiance : We purſued 
with firmneſs the courſe preſcribed. by the Conſtituti- 
on, for obtaining a redreſs of Grievances, and diſre- 
garding the viſionary alarms of Sedition, our Conſti- 
tutional Rights proved our ſhield againſt the moſt 
dangerous Combination of Intereſt and Prejudice, 
that ever threatened the Liberties of a Free Country. 
Our Petition to parliament was received—read— 
and ordered to lay on the Table—the principle con- 
tained therein: © That no man ſhall be taxed, but by 
« the conſent of himſelf, or his Repreſentative freely 
* choſen by himſelf.” Neither was, nor could be deni- 
ed to be a Principle of our Conſtitution; but its effects 
could at that time be evaded by thoſe whole intereſt it 
was to perpetuate abuſes at the expence ofthe public. 
The protrattion of Reform, however, has not been 
the only evil which has ariſen from the credit ſo raſnly 
given to reports of Riots and Inſurrections. To that 
credulity, and to the want of circumſpection, naturally 
attendant on the fears ſo artfully raiſed, we may juſtly 
attribute the preſent Ruinous and Diſgraceful War— 
_ overlooking the aggrandizement of Ruſſia, and diſre- 
garding thecruel diſmemberment of Poland; under the 
flimſy excuſe of aſſiſting thoſe who apparently did not 
eare to fight for themſelves, our Allies the Dutch; the Na- 
tional Honour has been ſtaked; the miniſter has been 
armed with new and unexampled powers, and the 


troops 

* Loyalty, is derived fiom the old French word Loyalte, and 
ſtrictly ſigniſies an attachment to the laws; but by the fraudulent 
practices of Courtiers, exerciſed with too much ſucceſs on vulgar 
Ignorance, the term is often perverted to ſignify, an attachment 
10 Kings, and their meaſures, even when evidently in oppoſition 
te law, and the Conſtitution of the Country. | 
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troops of Britain, have been ſent to co-operate with 
the malt deteſtable of Deſpots. 

Britiſh gold, now ſubſidizes armies of Continental 
Slaves, and the blood of half Europe is pledged for 
the deſtruttion of France! ſupplies of every kind are 
ſent from hence! Commerce is nearly flopped! Fail- 
ures innumerable take place! Manutatturers are ru- 
ined! Artizans are ſtarving! Provifions riſe in price! 
the Revenue decreaſes, and freſh Taxes are wanting! 
for freſh ſupplies of blood, the Liberties of our Coun- 
try are invaded! the Seaman is forcibly torn from his 
family! the Peaſant kidnapped from the plough! and 
the ſtarving Labourer is compelled to ſell his Life and 
his Liberty for Bread.——If ſuch, O much oppreſſed 
Britons! are the effeRs of a Four months' War, what 
are you to expect when it ſhall have laſted as many 
years ? 

Still farther to encreaſe our r private calamities, and 
to augment our national diſgrace; we have ſeen of- 
fers of Peace ſpurned with contempt, and the breach 
between the two countries widened by the rejection 
of Reconciliation ; thus are e doomed to a coniinu- 
ance of National miſery, and to an addition of Na- 
tional diſhonour from a War commenced with injuſ- 
tice, proſecuted with inquilitorial obltinacy, and like- 

ly to end in internal. infamy. 

To palliate the injuſtice of the War, France is re- 
proached with Anarchy; while deſpots and their mi- 
niſters, boaſt their diabolical ſkill in promoting it. To 
ſoothe the public grievances, the agents of Corruption 
have ever ſince the commencement of the War, preditct- 
ed that the diſt racted ſtate of France, muſt in a tew 
weeks put a period to it. Predittions fo repeatedly 
falfified muſt he attributed either to fraud or folly. 

Conſcious as we are, that the trading and commer- 
cial intereſts of this Country, are neither ſatisfied of 
the policy of the War, nor duped by any delufive pro- 


+. ſpelt of ſucceſs, we cannot attribute thelittle refiſtance 
which 
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which has hitherto been made to it, to any ching elſe 
than the depraved ſtate of the Repreſentation; for had 
they that weight in Parliament, which the ſpirit of the 
Conſtitution evidently intended, and which was con- 
firmed by the Revolution in 1688, We doubt nottheir 
open declarations againſt a War ſo hoſtile to their in- 
tereſts, and to the cauſe of Humanity, would ere now 
have refuted the fiftitious idea of its being popular, 
neceſſary or juſt. | | "2 | 
To obtain'a compleat Repreſentation is our only 
aim—contemning all party diſtinctions, we ſeek no ad- 
vantage which every individual of the community 
will not enjoy equally with ourſelves We are not 
engaged in Speculative and Theoretical ſchemes; the 
motive of our preſent conduct is the actual ſenſe 
of injury and oppreſſion; We feel the weight of innu- 
merable abuſes, to which the invaſion of our rights 
has given birth, and which their reſtoration can alone 
remove. cal 1 
But ſenſible that our efforts, if not ſeconded by the 
Nation at large, muſt prove ineffeQtual, and only 
needlefly expoſe us to the malevolence of the public 
plunderers ; we conjure you, by the love you bear 
your country, by your attachment to freedom, and by 
your anxious care for the welfare of your poſterity, 
to ſuffer yaurſeives no longer to be deluded by artful 
ſpeeches, and by intereſted men; but to fſanttion 
with your approbation, our conſtitutional endeavours, 
and purſue with union and firmneſs the track we have 
pointed out; Thus countenanced by our country, we 
ledge ourſelyes, as you will perceive by the follow- 
tos reſolutions, never to recede or flacken, but on 
every occaſion to redouble our zealous exertions, in 
the cauſe of Conſtitutional Freedom. 5 


1 +» RESOLVED; 


1 761 
RESOLVED UNANT7MOUSLY. 


J. That nothing but a fair, adequate and annually 
renovated Repreſentation in Parliament, can enſure 
the freedom of this coutury. - | 

II. That we are fully convinced, a thorough Par- 
liamentary Reform. would remove every grievance 
under which we labour. 

III. That we will never give i up the purſuit of 
ſuch Parliamentary Reform. 

IV. That if it be a part of the equal the king to 
declare war when and againſt whom he pleaſes, we are 
convinced that ſuch power muſt have been granted to 
him under the condition, that it ſhould ever be ſub- 
lervient to the national advantage. 

V. That the preſent war againſt 1 and the 
exiſting alliance with the Germanic Powers, fo far as 
it relates to the proſecution of that war, has bitherto 
produced, and is/likely to produce unn but nati- 
anal calamity, if not utter ruin. 

VI. That it appears to Us that the wars in which 
Great Britain has engaged, within the laſt hundred 
years, have coſt her upwards of Three Hundred and 
Seventy Millians not to mention the private miſery 
occaſioned thereby, or the lives ſacrificed; therefore 
it is adreadful ſpeculation for the xy a of this coun- 
try to look up to; That the Cabinet have engaged in 
a treaty with, a foreign Prince, to: be ſupplied with 
troops for a long period of years, and for a purpoſe 
unknown to the people of England. 

VII. That we are perſuaded the majority, if not 
the whole of thoſe wars, originated in Cabinet intri- 
giie, rather than in abſolute neceſſity, 

VIII. That every nation has an unalienable right 
to chuſe the mode in which it will be governed; and 
thatit is an att of Tyranny and Oppreſſion in any other 
nation to interfere with, or W to controul their 


choice. DP 
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2 That peace being the greateſt of bleſſings, 
ought to be ſought moſt diligently by every wiſe go- 
vernment, to be moſt joyfully accepted when reaſon- 
ably proffered, and to be concluded moſt ſpeedily 
when the objett of the war is accompliſhed. | 
- X. That we do exhort every well wiſher to his 
country, not todelay in improving himſelf in conſti- 


tutional knowledge. | 
XI. That thoſe men who were the firſt to be ſeiz- 


8 with a panic, ſhould be the laſt whom piudenee 


would entruſt with the management of a war. 
XII. That Great Britain is not Hanover! | 
XIII. That regarding union as indiſpenſably ne- 
ceſſary to enſure ſucceſs, we will endeavour to the 
utmoſt of our power, to unite more cloſely with every 
political Society in the nation, aſſociated upon the 
ſame principles with ourſelves. 
XIV. That the next general Meeting of this 80. 
ciety, be held on the firſt Monday in September, 
unleſs the Committee of Delegates ſhall find it 


neceſſary to call ſuch meeting ſooner. 


XV. That che foregoing Addreſs and Reſolutions 


be ſigned by the Chairman and b 4 the Secretary, and 
that Twenty Thouſand Copies them be "FE, 
nds anddiſtributed gratis. 1. 


MAURICE MARGAROT, CHAIRMAN, 
5 THOMAS HARDY, een. 
Monday, July 8, 179g, | 


| Core and Anchor ne 


* - * 


The Chairman having left the Chair, it was ks 
Reſolved That the thanks of this Society be given to Citizen 
MARGAROT, for the great attention which he has given to the 
intereſts of this Society, and particularly, for his impartiality and 

r conduct at this meeting. 

It was likewiſe unanimouſly Reſolved, That, the Thanks of 
this Society be lea to Citizen Hazy, for his - unremitting 
perſeverance an exertions io the Cauſe of Freedom. 


